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Singer, songwriter's
star is on the rise

By CILEEN A HOTHO
Tom and Lou Stahl are ¢|a=1.ti11.g on the eidge ol 2
dream,
The Village of Hamirerg couple look teward
omorrow with the stars of pramise Helhiting their

EYEE,
Things are baginaay o click for this Dylanesguee
troubadour and his teacher wile.
Az Tom prepares Lo begin studio sark on Jus Lhird

he translated Lify's emptiness and pain int the
eamposition of lyries and melodies.

“First 1 wrate | Just Want To Be Ignorant,”a
izt Bl barne vearning for the inneconco of yinfor-
year, It was destined to beeome the title track of his
lirel cazsette and later, a CO.

‘I thinsghe it was a really good song. Then [ weoote
Barlsr Ann,” 2 song aboat. a reiative who died
young, Then eame another somg.

I this maonih, he e awed Lo know be'll be warldne

alongsibe gae of e
music industry's heat,
Armand Peln, produser
o tho oo oo Dells and
10,043 Maniacs and
winner of o Davo Awsond,

Fresh frwm his lourth
apgen paned Tresilay on
Uhannel T8 AM Baifislo
show, Stahl will tnke o
tha stogre a1 Nislzsches
in Allenbown Lonigdl ol
is plyring on o crenit
that tnlees him from
IulTale Lo Lhe East Coast
and points weEL

Eiisce his musical debut
i March 1993, Tom
Stahl has been thae
opening acl for such
B\Djﬁr talents mr doon
Dishorme, Sarm Crnig,
Tom Cochrane, Dove
Mlidsomn amd Lomien
Wainwright 111,

But the Stahls’ future
didw’t aqu]rl: look this
treght.

Ir Foet, pust over tven
viears agro things pol
prlEy prims wien o
hernaated disk Btorakly
put the brakes on Tom's
trach-driving career.

“T just wanted it Lo go

Tom alse searted picking at his acoustic puitar and

spent a brief time L'aklng
painbees freo local puitar
instrucior Howand Evert
in Hnmbarg.

Ha began hanging eut
at Nigteache's spen mike
srEsions, vowing L
hinxgel] that he would
stap up b the microphome
o anwl i it @ wrv.

“That wis my Mew
Year's resnfotion.” T
amcl

1wt Alvere for the
feat fow weeks For three
weeks, 1 think, | Look my
ruabtar, but 1 didn't o
wnything. Finally, one
nighe, the caly ones el
were me, Mike Meldrum
{hiost of tee open mike)
ard MNancy, the bar-
Lemader.

A Milce said, ‘wou
gonmia do it or what?™

A singrerfsongeriter was
L

“1 didd three songs andf
hie Bald it wos great aumd
askod me il [ wanted Lo
ila a1 mhave, bt all [ had
were the thres songs,”
gaid Torm,

“So L cranked out some
muore” [or 2 perfonmance

aweay, but it pot to the point where even laying
down, Lhe pain dide’t go away. | had o take tune off
from work,” Tom said in an intervicw last week at
the Bullahy Strost offices of The Sun,

Following delicate bick surpery in the il of 1994
Tom bad 2 few months to pesder what o de with
the restof hiz lile. His doclor strangly soggested a
néw line of werk. Dofore life would get bebier for the
couple, both 36, and their son, Sam, 4, it would get
much worme, They would lose their Eem.mm'e hiome
and their heallh insurance.

Stahl'a pengive mood eeolved to 3 happier state as

debat at Wictzsche's in a songwriters E}nﬂm held

twa months later.

hﬁmhiam :Jrc rpt anly %Igawnz meczically, but
is strong verbal ima coult stand alone ;

in Lheir ewn right. 'mﬁm i oftan t|,w=§f BT

provoking and somelimes poipaant.

His clear tenor conveys 4 wide range of emotions
ilruli takes on a Dob Dylan quality at times, espe
cially when he sccompanies his guitar pl with
a lively harmonica, But if Stahl's voice Tem 3!“55 nne
of Dylan, has thoughtful I_'mﬁ also at Gmes make a
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lislener think of the profifiz
writings of Billy Jfocl and Bernic
Towpin,

Ax her hastoads new vecation
bogan Lo unfold, Loo (who grew up
in Hn.m]:lur.g as Mary Lon
Cookson, Tmmasubata, Class of
“19) nurlured his prowing Lalents
and helped out where she could
hetwaprn her men =lints =z o
subslitube teacher with the
Hamburg Scheol District. She
beaks shows, tnkes pictures for his
CEls and is hig insprration and
Lappeat fan.

Al with his numecrons
appearances ak Nistzsche's, Tom
feas nppenned at the Manguee at
the Tralf and the Calusmet. Both
hiz performances and Chis have
reseiwed rave reviews in Tocal and
music industey publisationa.

Stalil wan the Outstanding
Acoustic Award &t the 1996
Artvaics Original Music Awards
shaw and his CDs, 1 Just Want Te
B lgmorant and The Song 1s The
Tmng can be found al Media Pay
and Borders book slares.

Siahl has also visited Western
Mow York acheols Lo entertain and
educate children who may or may
Tt prow ugr Lo be weilermusi-

CHIAS

Brahl'e lyvice oflen comment on
trageaiics in tho nows such 25 in a
zong about the drowning of her
twa childron by Sisan Smith aued
the trial of the Menendez broth.

BTE,

From The sl;mg Is The 'Il"ihimg'r
Meboly Crins:

“Tweo chaldren drowning,
strapped in A eaT 2 m
frowning yeah she's had it hard.
Her stepdad abused her yeah
that's what he said. Well it
metlve epnfuzed her eavse her
kids are dead. A sitcom’s eonfus-
ing. The news Is amuasing aond 1
can't 1ell them apart.”

Tie muses on race refalions in
Froe You, Froo Mo, from thy sns)
Clk

“Hrothar oh brother 1 don't know
wane g, v never bogn beaten
or lecked up in chains, Dut I've
bren a prisoner of my own salf
diszlain, with sellimpesed slovery

there's no snn Lo Blame.”

Pt the Canisius Callepe
commumicitiond Feaduaie |5 not
always solemn. He has seme fun
twaaking Lhe psychres of radso Lalk
show aficionsides in the lively Fat
Gatys On Tadio:

“I'm mod e Lo mesh to judpe, bt
I've hward the word now. [ won'l
budge. Cause 1 know what T know.
1 kv whint T kenow, T el all my
information from [l guys on
ralin.™

Last June, afler Tem opaned a
show at tha Trail for Lovden
Wainwright, ha was asked Lo sign
a G by o Walmwright fan, As he
turmed areand o et & pen, he
waz swrprised Lo see a ling of
antograph-seakers had formod.

“We're still learning the busi-
BEsE,” says Lou Srahl 1ihink
sometimes being naive has
helped. I'm stilll trying Lo sel Hosie
FDoanell to have Tom on her
alhvow,” she lauyrhs,

Bhe gaid as o neoplyle, she
dido't knuw that sech ealls are
suppased Lo be dane through an
agent. Along with Tom's talent
and bunyeat by their motaal
enthuaiaam, perhaps their leck
has changed for the belter.

Fawia O Tinnnal]l  whers are ena?




